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reading the following words, * Heaven, my dear
Marquis, never granted me the happiness of
becoming a father, and, in the midst of abundant
wealth and honours, the grief of having no heirs,
and seeing an illustrious race end in my person,
has shed the greatest bitterness over my whole
existence. I see, with extreme regret, that you
have been imposed upon by a young adventurer,
who has taken advantage of the knowledge he
had, by some means, obtained, of our old friend-
ship. But your Excellency must not be the suf-
ferer. The Count de Moncade is, most assuredly,
the person whom you wished to serve; he is                              I

bound to repay what your generous friendship
hastened to advance, in order to procure him a
happiness which he would have felt most deeply.
I hope, therefore, Marquis, that your Excellency
will have no hesitation in accepting the remittanceviction  that  the  Count would not disapprove
